
 
 

 
 

Friday, 13 June 2025 

During the first week of the Easter Holidays, 50 students and 6 staff members went on the school's annual 

ski trip.  It was an incredible holiday full of memorable moments and memories created that will last a 

lifetime. 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Headteacher Message 

Dear Parents/Carers and Students,  

I hope you are all safe and well. Please click on the image below to be directed to this 

week’s Head Teacher Message. 

 

 

 

 

 

Please like and subscribe to be made aware of all new and                                

exciting St Joseph’s content.  

St Joseph, pray for us. 

Mr Stapleton 
“The glory of God is a 

human being fully alive!” 

Newsletter 

St Joseph’s Catholic High School 

Friday 13th June 2025 

 

 

 

 

 

Year 9 Rowing Success at 
Dorney Lake 

Congratulations to our 
Year 9 students who took 
part in an exciting morning 
of rowing and water skills 
at Dorney Lake. As part of 

the event, students tackled 
a series of mini challenges 
both on the water and in 
the training gym, where 

they put their skills to the 
test on rowing machines. 

The morning concluded 
with an intense 20-minute 
team relay, where students 

aimed to row as far as 
possible within the time 

limit. Our team rose to the 
challenge, securing 1st 

place with an impressive 
distance of 5,018 meters – 
a remarkable 170 meters 
ahead of the runners-up! 

Well done to all students 
involved for their 

teamwork, determination, 
and fantastic performance 
throughout the morning. 
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Theme of the Week – Most Holy Trinity 
On Sunday, we celebrated the Solemnity of ‘The Most Holy Trinity’ and to help 

understand the importance, I would like you to think of three family members. 

You may have in mind, a father, a mother, a sister or a brother. They may be a 

cousin or grandparent. For some of you, you may have a friend in mind, not family 

by blood but someone you are so close to that you treat them like family. Your 

relationship with these people may not be exactly the same i.e. your relationship 

with your brother is different from the one you have with your mother for 

instance, but it still shows love, it still is Love! In the same way, the depth of God’s 

relationship with us is indicated by the three persons of the Holy Trinity – the 

Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit. And we have come to experience each in 

different ways, we experience God who not only loves but IS LOVE! 

When we think of the relationship we have with Christ, we might take this 

relationship as to follow His wisdom. Christ leads us to understand that He is, the 

loving plan that God had for all creation from the very beginning. The Holy Spirit, 

according to Jesus’ promise in the Gospel, will teach his disciples everything they 

were unable to grasp during his time with them. The love of God binds us through 

the Father, Jesus and in the Holy Spirit. Belief in the Trinity - one God, Father, Son 

and Spirit – is one of the central mystery of our faith. St Augustine’s beautiful 

image of the Trinity is a communion of love (the Lover, the Beloved and the Love 

which exists between them).  

Sometimes, words are wholly inadequate to explain the mystery of the Trinity. St 

Patrick, when bringing Christianity to Ireland used the three-leaf shamrock, the 

Trinity being all one together but also three different parts. Our experience of 

God as Father, Son and Spirit enables us to have access to God in a personal way 

that could so easily be denied to us. What were your earliest ideas about God, 

and how have these developed as your life has unfolded? How does Jesus embody 

the love of God for you? Is the Holy Spirit still active in your life and how does it 

show you love? If you go back to day one and those chosen three relatives. Each 

one loves you so much but may illustrate this in different ways. How then can we 

learn from the Most Holy Trinity experience of God and be wise with this in our 

relationships with the people and environment close to you? 
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Pupil Nominations of the Week 

 
 

 
 
Year 7 News 
A reminder that Parents’ Evening is quickly approaching, we are only 3 weeks away (Thursday 3rd July). 

Students have begun making appointments with teachers. Please can we ensure that we have all signed 

up on ParentPay to attend. As mentioned last week, the deadline to do so is next Friday. If you have any 

questions or cannot attend for any reason, then please do let me know via j.cooper-santos@st-

josephs.slough.sch.uk.  

Have a lovely weekend. 

Mr Cooper-Santos – Head of Year 7 

 
Year 8 News 
Another fantastic week for Year 8. It has been great to see so many of you competing in the House 

Competition today.  

A reminder that it is National School Sports Week next week. Please check on ParentPay and provide 

consent if you would like to participate. During PE next week, there will also be Inter-Form Competitions so 

please bring house tops for these lessons. 

Mr Hunt – Head of Year 8 

 
Year 9 News  
Next week is National Schools Sports Week, where there will be lots of opportunities available for Year 9 to 

take part in a range of sports, as shown below; from Girls’ Football on Monday, Rowing at Eton Dorney to 

Jockey Training and a Horse-Riding Simulator on Thursday. I would encourage all students chosen to take 

this opportunity to try a new sport.  

Year 7 
Max Kopec and Emilia Cinense-Soloducha for excellent weeks. 

     
Year 8 

Filip Maslach and Ria Basil  
   

Year 9 
Marion Mwangi and Maja Skrzydlewska, as voted for by the Year 9 Tutors. 

  

Year 10 
Liliana Lewandowska and Matesuz Szymczak for receiving the most positive points this week. 

 

Year 11 
Anna-Emiliya Larionova and Isabel Joyson for achieving the highest number of positive points this 

week. 
 

Year 12 
Cayden Rodrigues and Adrian Konstantyn for their fantastic attitude to learning in their revision 

sessions for their Resit GCSE English examinations recently. 
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As a plea from home, please can you make sure that your child has all the equipment needed for school 

and their learning kit (available on page 23 of the journal). I know we are in the final school term of this 

academic year, however it is still important that students have all their equipment, to give them the best 

opportunity to learn. 

Thank You again. 

 

Miss McCormack – Head of Year 9 
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Year 10 News 
Starting Monday, Year 10 students will begin 

their PPEs, running for two weeks. This is a key 

opportunity to show the progress you've made 

this year, practice exam techniques, and prepare 

for the challenges of Year 11. Please make sure 

you're well rested, organised, and arrive on time 

with the correct equipment. Give it your best, 

these exams really count toward building 

confidence and identifying areas to improve. 

The timetable of exams have been shared with 

students and parents, but please see here for 

your information: 

 

Next week is National School Sport Week; please 

check ClassCharts if you have been invited on a 

trip and ensure you have your PE kit on the 

correct day. 

Good luck to Alex, Noah, Sam and Tymon who 

are competing in the Berkshire Schools Athletics 

Competition this weekend! 

Have a lovely weekend. 

Miss Joseph – Head of Year 10 

 

 

 

Year 11 News 
Dear Year 11 Students and Families, 

We are almost there. 

As we enter the final stretch of this exam season, I want to take a moment to reflect on what has been a 

truly remarkable journey. With just one full week left, the vast majority of the hard work is now behind 

us. 

Next week, the only compulsory exam for all students is Physics, which takes place on Monday. After 

that, only students who study specific subjects will need to return: 

• Monday (Period 3): Spanish and Music Intervention 

• Tuesday: Food Technology and Design Technology Intervention. 

If your child does not take any of these subjects, they are not required to stay after their Physics exam on 

Monday. We will confirm specific arrangements individually where needed. 
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This exam season has been long, tiring, and demanding—as expected. But I have to say this clearly: 

Year 11, you have been the most inspiring year group I have ever worked with. 

Your maturity, your effort, and your resilience have been extraordinary. You have faced every challenge 

with grace and strength, and I could not be prouder. You are not just a cohort of students — you are a 

reminder of what young people are capable of when they are determined and supported. 

To parents and carers: thank you from the bottom of my heart. Your constant support and collaboration 

have made all the difference. This final week marks the end of one chapter — and the beginning of 

another. 

I pray your children’s results will reflect their efforts and the journey they’ve been on. I truly believe they 

will. Just one more week. 

With pride and gratitude, 

Mr Romero – Head of Year 11 

 

Year 12 News 
This week, Year 12 have been busy preparing for their PPE examinations which will begin next week and 

run for two weeks. The competition for Head Boy and Head Girl also went into full swing and was fiercely 

contested with some fabulous speeches delivered in Year 12 Assembly on Tuesday and Staff Training on 

Thursday by: Vanessa Anane, Isabelle Byamukama, MJ Visitacion, Ann Kavalakkat, Oskar Belniak, Joel 

Manalody and Cameron Fyfe.  We wish all of them the very best of luck and are very proud of how they all 

performed under pressure! 

Miss Stevens – Head of Year 12 
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Sustainability Elective 

This term, students in the Sustainability Elective went beyond caring for 

the environment – they nurtured the human spirit. As part of their studies 

on community and stewardship, students wrote heartfelt letters to 

children battling severe illnesses. The goal? To spread joy, offer 

encouragement and remind these young patients that they are not alone. 

Rooted in Catholic Social Teaching, this project reflected the values 

of human dignity, solidarity and the preferential option for the 

vulnerable. By reaching out with compassion and empathy, our students 

put faith into action, learning that sustainability isn’t just about 

protecting the planet – it’s also about sustaining hope and love in our 

world. 

We’re proud of our students for embracing their role as compassionate global citizens and living out our 

school’s mission in such a meaningful way.  

 

Science Club 

Students had a wonderful time making bouncy polymer balls in the lab during Science Club. 
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Year 7 Quad Kids 

On Monday, four teams of Year 7 boys and girls competed in an Athletics competitions. Each student had 

to compete in four different events: howler throw, 100m, 800m and long jump. Out of 11 schools, the 

boys’ teams came 6th and 8th, and the girls teams came 2nd and 4th. Well done to Bryan, Jacob, Leon, 

Lorcan, Mitchell, Nathan, Oli, Marcus, Lorena, Eva, Maya, Ella, Shiloh, Alicja, Lisa and Tianna! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SENCO – Webinars 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

  

Friday, 13 June 2025 

“Unlocking Belief in All” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Menu 
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EAL NEWS 

 (English as an Additional Languages)

Frequently Asked Questions 

1. My English is not very good. Should I speak English with 

my child?  

It is better to use your home language because you will 

provide a good model of the language. Besides, your child has 

many opportunities to hear English and to use it, outside the 

home. 

2. What can I do when my child does not want to use the 

home language anymore?  

It is normal for children, especially teenagers to want to use 

English all the time because they want to fit in with their 

friends. It is not advisable to try to force your child to use 

a particular language.  

3. What are the advantages of being bilingual?  

• Thinking power: Learning and using more than one 

language can improve creative thinking, problem solving 

and expression. 

• Culture: Speaking more than one language means that 

you experience more than one world: different ways 

of thinking, ideas and beliefs. The home language is 

very important for passing on values and traditions and 

maintaining cultural identity. 

• Language: Bilingualism creates a better understanding 

of how language works and can make learning other 

languages easier. 



 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Languages Department 

Our KS3 French and Spanish students are currently 

working on a project to present to other students 

and staff.  Come along Tuesdays Week A at 3:30-

4:30pm in T5 with Ms Shaw. Our aim is to have lots 

of fun with languages, exploring cultural themes and 

enjoying existing and new friendships. We are active, 

curious and compassionate! 

 

Love music? Want to learn how to play in a 

string ensemble? Join Mr Orval on Tuesdays 

at 3:15pm in the XA room. Several 

instruments (violin, viola, cello) are 

available for new/aspiring members. 

Contact your music teacher for further 

details. 

Thursday at 8am – Singing Club / Friday 

Afterschool – Band Jam 

 

SCHOOL CLUBS 

 

D+T Club – KS3 DESIGNeers 

If you love a challenge, enjoy solving 

problems and Designing and Making, 

consider joining our D&T team of 

DESIGNeers (designers and engineers). 

We would LOVE for you to join us! 

Please see or message                               

Mrs Stacey on Teams                                   

and join us at DESIGNeers                            

Club on Mondays                                  

afterschool in A3. 


